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December 28, 1900 3170 

JAPAN. 

Plague at Osaka — No new cases at Kobe or Hiogo. 

Kobe, Japan, November 20, 1900. 
Sir : I have to report that there has been no further case of plague in 
Kobe or Hiogo since my report of the 8th instant, making twenty-four 
days since the last case here. 

The plague still continues in Osaka, though on a diminished scale, 
7 cases and 7 deaths having occurred during this month. 

Eespectfully, J. Buokwill Fowler, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Removal of disinfection of steerage passengers at Yokohama. 

Yokohama, Japan, November 27, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, on 23d instant, of 
your letter of October 23 (P. McE. and E. B. S. and B. S. W. and J. H. 
W.), inclosing a copy of a letter from Surg. J. J. Kinyoun, and direct- 
ing me to renew the practice of disinfecting steerage passengers and 
their effects at this port. 

I am very glad to receive this direct and unconditioned order, for I 
have always been in favor of routine disinfection of steerage passen- 
gers embarking here, as witness the following extract from my letter 
to you, dated March 18, 1900: "I may add that, unless you dis- 
approve, I shall hereafter disinfect all steerage passengers for United 
States ports, irrespective of the actual presence of the graver epidemic 
diseases. * * * To this routine disinfection the steamer men have 
agreed." To this you responded under date of April 12, 1900: "The 
Bureau approves the plan suggested by you of disinfecting the effects 
of all steerage passengers for United States ports, irrespective of the 
actual presence of the graver epidemic diseases. It is believed to be a 
wise measure, and, as the steamship companies interpose no objection, 
you will continue the work which has been established by you." 
Under this approval, when the steamship companies did object, and no 
plague or other of the diseases provided for by the United States quar- 
antine laws were present in or near Yokohama, or, in fact, had occurred 
in Japan for over one month, I could not see my way to override the 
opposition of the shipping interest. 

I am unable to carry out your instructions as regards this present 
steamer, the Coptic, as since the receipt of your letter the time has been 
insufficient to complete the needful arrangements with the steamship 
companies, or to prepare the necessary premises and apparatus. The 
steamship companies were notified of the orders for the renewal of dis- 
infection by the inclosed circular at the earliest possible moment. 

All passengers, however, who go by the Coptic in the lower class, with 
the exception of certain men discharged from United States naval hos- 
pitals, have been under observation in Yokohama for fifteen days or 
more when there appeared even a possibility that they might have 
come from or through the infected district. 

Eespectfully, Stuart Eldridge, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. S. 8. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 
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[Inclosure.] 

YOKOHAMA, JAPAN, November IS, 1900. 
To agents of steamship companies trading to ports of the United States and their Territories : 
I beg to notify you that I have this day received from the Bureau of the U. 8. Marine- 
Hospital Service the following instructions : 

"Treasury Department, 
Office of the Surgeon-General, Marine-Hospital Service, 

Washington, D. C, October US, 1900. 

* * * * * * # 

The Bureau deems it advisable to renew the practice of disinfection of * * * 
steerage passengers at Yokohama for the reasons stated, namely, a possibility of the 
reinfection of apartments and baggage already disinfected, and also that such disinfec- 
tion will save considerable time to incoming steamers. 

You are, therefore, directed to renew this disinfection upon receipt of this letter. 
Respectfully, "Walter Wyman, 

Surgeon-General, U. S. M. H. S." • 

In accordance with the foregoing it is then necessary that the arrangement for bath- 
ing and disinfecting steerage passengers and their effects, in force during the first half of 
this year, or some closely similar one, be immediately put into operation, in form satis- 
factory to the sanitary inspector. 

I shall be compelled to refuse bills of health to any ship carrying steerage passengers 
from here who have not been subjected to bathing and disinfection. This applies to 
passengers for Hawaii, the Philippines, and Guam, as well as to those for ports in the 
United States proper, and also to passengers embarking for points not in the United 
States territory, upon vessels destined for United States ports. 

Respectfully, ^ Stuart Eldridge, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S., Sanitary Inspector, Yokohama. 

A death from plague at Osaka. 

Yokohama, Japan, November SO, 1900. 
Sie : I have the honor to inform you that since dispatching my report 
of 28th instant I have received news of the death by plague, at Osaka, 
of 1 more victim on the evening of November 27. 

The central board of health at Tokyo is stated to be about to recom- 
mend methods of greater stringency in combating the epidemic. 
Eespectfully, Stuabt Eldeidge, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, V. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Suegeon-Geneeal, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

nobway. 

Quarantine established against Kobe, Japan, and other places, and removed 
against Glasgow and other places. 

Cheistiania, December 3, 1900. 
Sie : Inclosed I have the honor to send duplicate copies of a quaran- 
tine proclamation issued by the royal Norwegian Government's justice 
and police department on November 29, 1900. 
I also send translation. 

Eespectfully, Heney Bobdewich, 

Consul- Genera . 
Hon. Assistant Seceetaey of State. 



